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Residual 
waste

Paper

Biowaste

Vienna, population 1,7 Mio.

Plastics, glass, metal
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Residual 
waste

Aleppo, population 2,3 Mio.
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Total collection
volume: 

19,7 l / inh., day

3 l / 
inh., day

The controlled and steady
increase of the specific
waste collection volume

is the key for solving
the problem

190 m
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� Conventional „European“ solutions
don´t work everywhere

� „House to house“ collection – if at all –
only in upmarket areas

� „Change the bin“ systems („skips“) are
common – even for household waste

� „Empty the bin“ systems (compactors) 
not to be considered everywhere

� Bulk density up to 3 times higher
compared to Central Europe 

� Primary � secondary collection, in aid / 
development programmes only invest-
ment in secondary systems usually

� „Informal recovery activities“
(scavenging) to be taken into account
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MSW transfer station

Engineered collection point
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Fig. 1: Emptying a container (L model) into a collection truck  
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